
The Graeme Family - Members of Philadelphia’s elite, the Graeme fam-
ily was in a unique position to provide the best in education to their chil-
dren, as well as to decorate and dress in a style much above average. The 
interior finish of the Keith House is proof of their prosperity. While they 

left the housework and farming up to servants, they did have other 
important roles to play in the community and state. Dr. Graeme 
served on the Pennsylvania Supreme Court and as Port Physician in 
Philadelphia. His wife, Anne Diggs Graeme, step-daughter of Gov-
ernor Keith, is credited with bringing the first literary salons to America - a tradition 
their daughter Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson, a noted poet and writer, continued.   
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Directions to Graeme Park 
 

From PA Turnpike - Exit 343/Willow Grove. 
Take 611/Easton Road north to County Line Road. 
Turn left onto County Line Road and Graeme Park 
is approximately 1 mile down on the left hand side. 
 

From Doylestown - Take 611/Easton Road south to 
County Line Road. Turn right onto County Line 
Road and Graeme Park is approximately 1 mile 
down on the left hand side. 
 

From Abington/Jenkintown - Take 611/Easton 
Road  north  to County Line Road. Turn left onto 
County Line Road and Graeme Park is approxi-
mately 1 mile down on the left hand side. 
 

From Ambler/Landsdale/North Wales Area - 
Take Welsh or Horsham Road east to Lower State 
Road. Make a left onto Lower State and follow it to 
County Line Road. Make a right onto County Line 
and Graeme Park will be on the right hand side after 
you cross Park Creek. 
 
 

Hours of Operation 
Friday - Saturday: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday: Noon to 4:00 p.m. 
Last tour at 3:00 p.m. each day 

 

School and other group tours by  
appointment Tuesday - Friday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Graeme Park 
859 County Line Road 
Horsham, PA 19044 

 
Phone: 215-343-0965 
Fax: 215-343-2223 

e-mail: ra-graemepark@state.pa.us 
www.ushistory.org/graeme 

The 18th Century Residents of the Keith House 
 

Sir William Keith - Keith was the 14th governor of Pennsylvania and the first owner  
of the Keith House at Graeme Park. As governor, Keith was involved in Colonial and 
Native American politics, he secured the safety of Philadelphia’s citizens from maraud-
ing pirates, and he saw to the development of Pennsylvania’s economy and the introduc-
tion of paper money to replace the old bartering system. He dabbled in several business 
ventures including a proposed distillery at Graeme Park and a foundry in Delaware. 
Many place names in Horsham take their name from Keith and he was responsible for a 
road leading from Willow Grove to his new estate in Horsham, part of which still exists. 
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The Servants & Slaves - A large estate such as Graeme Park took many hands to run. 
Paid and indentured servants and slaves all contributed to the domestic and farm work 
that was done here. Their work, lifestyle and manner of dress was very different from 
that of the upper classes, although most of what we know about who they were and 
how they lived is from documents created by their employers or owners and from arti-
facts likely supplied to them by the same. 
 

The Architecture of the Keith House 
 

Sometimes the facts about the past get mixed up in the romance and intrigue of the 
stories told about people and places and the folklore that develops as a result. How  
do we separate the facts from the fiction to learn about the past? One way is to look  
at the art, architecture, writings, public documents, and other bits and pieces of life 
they’ve left behind. The Keith House is an enduring testament to the life and lifestyle 
of the residents who built and occupied it in the 18th century. The Georgian interior is 
one of the finest of its kind, and as the only extant home of a Pennsylvania Colonial 
Governor, it has been designated a National Historic Landmark.  
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18th C. Medicine - As a 
respected doctor and the 
Port Physician for Phila-
delphia, Dr. Graeme had 
to diagnose and treat a va-
riety of common illnesses. 

Students will receive 
cards with symptoms 
and our “doctor” will 
diagnose them and ex-
plain their treatment. A 
display of period medi-
cal instruments will 
help students to see 
how different medicine 
was in the 18th century. 

Clothing - Students 
will see examples of 

different classes of clothing 
and discuss how people 
dressed for different jobs. 
They will dress up in 18th   
century costume and imagine 
what activities they can and 
can’t do in such attire. 

Bartering  - In a time before 
money was readily available and 
often devalued, many would 
rather deal in tangible goods and 
would barter for what they 
needed and wanted. Role 
playing people from Hor-
sham’s history, students will 
have a list of goods they have 
to exchange, and will make 
deals with one another. In experi-
encing 18th c. trade, they may draw their 
own conclusions on why Governor Keith 
was such an advocate for paper money. 

Mapping - Students will look at a map of 
Native American trails and modern maps to 
see how our local roads devel-
oped along the old Native 
American routes. They will be 
able to place themselves in con-
text with the past and where they 
are in the present day world as 
well as to better understand    
Native American migration and 
settlement patterns. 
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Graeme Park’s school tours will help teachers and students to meet the History standards set by The Pennsylvania 
Department of Education. Below are some details about which aspects of our tours meet which standards. We have 
listed standards for “Historical Analysis and Skills Development” and “Pennsylvania History,” although undoubt-
edly Graeme Park’s stories also play a role in larger U.S. and world history. Also, our inclusion of Elizabeth 
Graeme Fergusson’s poetry, and our bartering/cash activity, will help students with literary and quantitative skills. 
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· Arrive on time, ready to learn and have fun! 

· Payment is to be made on the day of the tour 
by a check made out to The Friends of 
Graeme Park, cash, or money order only. 
We are not set up for credit cards. 

· We have picnic tables available for lunch. 
Please let us know if you would like to re-
serve them. In the event of rain, there are no 
indoor or covered tables. 

· Plan about 2 hours for your visit. 

· We have a Museum Shop with lots of great 
and educational items for kids and adults. 
Again, we are unable to accept credit cards. 

· Please dress for the weather. Part of the   
program is outside (in temperate weather) 
and the Keith House has no air conditioning 
and minimal heat. 

· The weight limit on our bridge, which your 
bus will need to cross to access our parking 
area, is 21 tons. 
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We have used standards defined for Grade 6, because we have designed the tours for Grades 4-5. The first two columns include 
language taken directly from the web publication Academic Standards for History by the Pennsylvania Department of Educa-
tion, dated July 18, 2002 (http://www.pde.state.pa.us/stateboard_ed/lib/stateboard_ed/E.HISTORY-web03.pdf). 


