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A New Roof Over our Heads 
On Friday, December 30, contractors working 
under the direction of the PHMC’s Jim Hous-
ton began the prep work on the new roof for 
the Keith House at Graeme Park. The existing 
30" long split oak shingles were installed in 
1989, replacing a 1960s roof, and were begin-
ning to show their age as well as allowing 
water to leak into the house. Because of the 
mild winter we’ve had so far, the ground was 
too soft for the lift truck, so plywood was laid 
down to provide traction (the last time a lift 
truck got stuck down by the house, we turned 
up some nice yellow ware pottery shards!) 
and a temporary rubber membrane was in-
stalled on the upper slopes of the gambrel 
roof to keep the house water tight for the win-
ter. We’re anticipating the installation of the 
new cedar shingles in the spring or summer. 
See www.graemepark. blogspot.com for more 
photos and details on the work as it pro-
gresses. 

During Christmas week, 1777 Graeme 
Park was invaded by part of the 
American army. Major General James 
Armstrong went into winter quarters 
here, and on New Year’s Eve Brigadier 
General James Potter and his brigade 
joined Armstrong’s command. At one 
point there were nearly 2,000 men biv-
ouacked on the grounds at Graeme 
Park. This number decreased rapidly 
as enlistments ran out and the men 
went home in the New Year. Both offi-
cers were replaced by Brigadier General John Lacey Jr. , who reported that on January 24, 
1778 that there were only seventy men at Graeme Park. The next day Lacey moved his men 
to Warwick in Chester County, much to the relief of Elizabeth and Betsy Stedman, al-
though the mess left behind by the army was extensive. Valuable timber had been cut 
down to build log huts for the men; the drawing room of the mansion had been occupied 
as a guardroom and most of the furniture usually on the first floor had been moved up-
stairs to the third; Elizabeth was reimbursed only ₤106.4 for 2,360 pounds of beef slaugh-
tered, and that not until the end of March. How the women survived after the army left is 
hard to imagine, no cattle or horses were left and the other food must have been pretty 
well consumed by the army. (from The Most Learned Woman in America: A Biography of  
Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson, by Anne Ousterhout). 

234 Years Ago at Graeme Park 

http://www.graemepark.blogspot.com/
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GRAEME PARK GRAEME PARK   

 

Graeme Park is the site of the Keith 

House, an 18th-century  historic 

house, the only remaining home of a 

governor of colonial Pennsylvania. It 

is administered by the Pennsylvania 

Historical and Museum Commission 

in partnership with the Friends of 

Graeme Park, a 501c3 volunteer 

organization that raises funds, staffs, 

and promotes the site. The official 

registration and financial information 

of The Friends of Graeme Park may 

be obtained from the Pennsylvania 

Department of State by calling toll 

free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-

0999. Registration does not imply 

endorsement. Individuals who need 

special assistance or accommodation 

to visit Graeme Park should call 

(215) 343-0965 in advance to discuss 

their needs. Pennsylvania TDD relay 

service is available  at (800)654-5984. 
 

TOUR HOURS 

Friday - Saturday  

10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Sunday Noon - 4 p.m. 

Last tour starts at 3 p.m. 
 

THE STAFF AT  

GRAEME PARK 

Carla A. Loughlin 
 

 

THE PENNSYLVANIA  

HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM 

COMMISSION 
 

Tom Corbett 

Governor   
     

James M. Vaughan  

Executive Director 
 

Andrew E. Masich 

 Chairman  

From the President of the Friends 

Old Man Winter beckons his icy fingers toward us and invites us to 
join him in his escapades over the next few months. Though we 
scream, ―No thank you!‖ to his heartless summons, we have no choice 
but to go along for the ride. We put our thoughts of warmth and sun-
shine, and all that goes with it, on hold. And we’ll muddle through, 
taking advantage of this cold and icy time of year, looking for the stark 
beauty this season has to offer.   
 

But let’s go back 234 years to Valley Forge and the winter of 1777-78 
where beauty was hard to find. The encampment, one of the coldest on 
record, was home to more than 10,000 men who diligently fought for 
the freedom we have today. The hardships they suffered go beyond 
what we can barely imagine but it’s due to their bravery and sacrifice 
that we are a thriving society, which they couldn’t possibly imagine, 
here in the year 2012.  
 

Did you know that Valley Forge wasn’t the only encampment in the 
winter of 1777-78? Did you know that right here at Graeme Park, 
nearly 2,000 men set up quarters, while Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson 
and Betsy Stedman stayed right in the middle of the situation? Be sure 
to read this interesting bit of local history, supplied by Carla Loughlin, 
on page one.   
 

As the winter moves on, look for our Valentines Program on February 
12. Nothing like some good, old-fashioned romance stories from long 
ago to warm the heart. 
 

For those of you looking to keep your romance alive and tie the knot, 
why not keep Graeme Park’s new wedding tent in your plans. A love-
lier venue is hard to find. Larry Ott and his crew from Open Aire Af-
fairs and all of us here at the site will work to make your day a truly 
beautiful and memorable occasion. If you’d like to hear more about it, 
plan to attend one of the open house events from 2:00-4:00 on any of 
the following Saturdays: 

 

January 14, January 28, February 4, February 25 or March 17. 
 

We look forward to seeing you this winter.  There is a tranquil beauty 
at the site which makes the Valley Forge encampment and the lesser-
known Graeme Park encampment and the hardships suffered so long 
ago during the winter of 1777-78 seem so distant.  But if you take a 
moment, close your eyes and reflect, you can almost hear the sounds 
of thousands and thousands of soldiers struggling to keep warm and 
see their mission through to the end.  And that end was nothing short 
of a miracle.  And they accomplished that miracle for which the 
American people should be eternally grateful. 
                                   - Beth MacCausland 
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 NEWSBRIEFS 
The Graeme Park Commonplace Book 
With the New Year we’re making a new commitment 
to our blog – the Graeme Park Commonplace Book. 
You can find us at www.graemepark.blogspot.com 
where you’ll get behind the scenes looks at places we 
don’t normally show visitors, real-time updates on 
what’s going on with building and other projects, de-
tailed information on our upcoming events, post-
event follow up, photographs, random bits of history 
and anything else we think might be of interest. 
 

New Computers 
On November 7 Harrisburg delivered and installed 
three new Dell Optiplex 780 computers at Graeme 
Park. They’re cute and tiny and have nice wiiiiiide 
monitors and lots of storage space. We’ve also been 
upgraded to Office 2007, and the latest versions of 
Windows and Internet Explorer. One of the systems 
has been set up for local and internet access only (no 
state network) and can be used by our volunteers to 
check email, research, or kill time while waiting to 
give a tour. While they were here they also cleaned up 
the Friends computer, removed a few viruses and un-
necessary files that were bogging things down and 
replaced our old monitor with a newish flat screen 
monitor and the speakers from one of the old state 
computers.  Thanks to Gerald Trout and Joel Bieler for 
getting this done for us. 

 
 

Sometimes it’s pewter! The John Craig’s Tavern Questers, 
#1390 and the Pennsylvania State Questers have donated 
funds to purchase two pewter mugs, two pewter candle 
sticks, one pewter hurricane, and one pewter candle snuffer. 
Carolyn Cooke, of the John Craig’s Tavern Questers, worked 
with Beth MacCausland and the Board of Directors of the 
Friends of Graeme Park to determine what would be pur-
chased with the donation. The pewter pieces have been put 
on display in the dining room of the house along with a small 
sign acknowledging the gift. (Photograph by Mike MacCausland) 

All that Glitters is Not Gold 

A New Face 
Graeme Park is sharing our office space with the 
PHMC’s Bureau of Historic Preservation. Cory Keger-
ise is the Community Preservation Coordinator for 
Southeastern Pennsylvania and when he’s not in his 
office at Graeme Park will be on the road consulting 
with preservation organizations and municipalities 
who need help developing preservation plans, estab-
lishing preservation ordinances, and other preserva-
tion initiatives. While his job duties don’t have any-
thing to do with Graeme Park, we’re sure he’ll come 
to appreciate our rich history and beautiful architec-
ture. Stop by and say ―Hello‖ next time you’re in. His 
presence also means someone is at Graeme Park 7 
days a week, which is great for security and such 
practical matters as deliveries and getting power out-
ages resolved in a timely manner.  
 

The Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson  
Award in Poetry 
The Friends of Graeme Park are again partnering with 
the Montgomery County Poet Laureate  Program to 
sponsor a $250 award for the best poem, in any form, 
submitted by a high school student (grades 9-12) in 
Bucks, Montgomery, Chester, Delaware, or Philadel-
phia counties. See http://www.a2pwebdesign.com/
montcopoet/graeme/entry.htm for details and entry 
form. Poems are due by March 12, 2012. 

http://www.graemepark.blogspot.com/
http://www.a2pwebdesign.com/montcopoet/graeme/entry.htm
http://www.a2pwebdesign.com/montcopoet/graeme/entry.htm


THE FRIENDS OF THE FRIENDS OF   

GRAEME PARKGRAEME PARK  
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of the Friends of Graeme Park is to pro-

vide on-going support of preservation, maintenance, 

development, interpretation, education and promotion 

of Graeme Park. 

 
 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President Beth MacCausland 

Vice President Jack Washington 

Secretary Jim Miller  

Treasurer Bruce Rader  

Member at Large Anita Brennan 

Member at Large Maureen Checchia 

Member at Large Margaret Choate 

Member at Large Deedie Gustavson 

Member at Large Toni Kistner 

Member at Large Holly Niemeyer-     

       Schorpp 
 

 

STANDING COMMITTEE  

CHAIRPERSONS 

Education  Carol Brunner 

  John Brunner 

Finance  Bruce Rader 

Fundraising  Vacant 

Governance  Jack Washington 

Grants  Vacant 

Hospitality  Maureen Checchia 

Insurance  Vacant 

Legal   Vacant 

Membership    Anita Brennan 

Museum Shop    Toni Kistner 

Newsletter/Publicity   Carla Loughlin 

Programs/Events    Beth MacCausland 

Volunteers  Beth MacCausland 

Website  Joan Stelmach 
 

 

THE GRAEME PARK GAZETTE 
is published quarterly by  The Friends of 

Graeme Park in cooperation with the  

PA Historical and Museum Commission 
 

Editor: Carla A. Loughlin 
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Befriend the Past 
The Friends of Graeme Park 

Oct-snow-ber 
 

The freak October snow-
storm that hit on the 29th 
caused the hasty move of 
the wedding that was 
scheduled that evening 
for the Open Aire Affairs 
tent to the caterer’s indoor 
facility (can you even 
imagine being that poor 
bride?), but otherwise our 
trees and the tent seemed 
to come through relatively 
unscathed. We didn’t 
even lose power, which is somewhat of a Halloween miracle around here 
where even tiny squalls seem to knock us out. Earlier in the month we 
held our Haunted Moonlight Tours, which saw 34 guests on October 21 
and 60 on October 28, and a paranormal investigation the night of October 

22 which took in not only the 
Keith House and grounds, but 
the Penrose-Strawbridge prop-
erty as well. Twenty-six visi-
tors and a host of paranormal 
investigators split up to see 
what they could see, hear, feel 
and smell in the realm of the 
otherworldly. They also en-
joyed a midnight supper and 
(non-alcoholic) toast to the 
ghost before heading home in 
the wee hours. 

Top: The snowy grounds of Graeme 
Park on October 30, just as we were 
coming into peak leaf time. (photo by 

Carla Loughlin) 
 

Above: Mary Washington prepares a 
room for ghostly guests during the 

Moonlight Tours (photo by Toni Kistner) 
 

Right: Erin Agnew may look harmless, 
but during the Moonlight Tours she was 

practicing voodoo learned from one of 
the Graeme’s slaves on unsuspecting 

visitors. (photo by Toni Kistner)  
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A Sweetheart of a TourA Sweetheart of a TourA Sweetheart of a Tour   

Valentine’s TourValentine’s TourValentine’s Tour   
Sunday, February 12 

12 noon—3 pm 
 

$12/person 
 

Includes Light Snacks 
 

No Reservations 
 

215-343-0965 
 

www.graemepark.org 

Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson 
led a life of wealth and privi-
lege, romance and intrigue, 
heartbreak, poverty and sor-
row. She was the youngest 
child of the prominent and 
wealthy Dr. Thomas Graeme 
and his wife, Ann Diggs 
Graeme, and the step-
granddaughter of Sir William 
Keith, Lt. Governor of Pennsyl-
vania. She spent her summers 
at idyllic Graeme Park and her 
winters enjoying the social 
scene in Philadelphia. She was 
well educated and spent time 
travelling abroad, writing, and 
in the company of Philadel-
phia’s political, social, and lit-
erary elite. After early heart-
break at the hands of William 
Franklin, Elizabeth finally met 
and married a man she would 
describe in one of her poems as 
tall, handsome, brown-haired, 
blue-eyed, charming, and a lit-
tle untrustworthy and careless 
with the feelings of others. 
Henry Hugh Fergusson would 
side with the British during the 
Revolution and as a result of 
his loyalties, Elizabeth would 
find herself after the war fight-
ing to keep her ancestral home 
and a scant few of her posses-
sions. Henry returned to Eng-
land and the couple would 
never again be together. Ru-
mors swirled through Philadel-

phia of his infidelity and an ille-
gitimate child and Elizabeth be-
gan an unrelenting quest to 
learn the truth on this matter, 
which alienated all but her clos-
est of friends. She spent the 
years after the Revolution at 
Graeme Park with her friend 
Betsy Stedman as her compan-
ion, struggling to pay debts left 
by her father and to regain title 
to her home. Her last years were 
spent as a boarder and then a 
guest in the home of a friend. 
She died on February 23 with 
Betsy Stedman and her grand-
niece, Anna Smith, at her side.  
 
Guests at the Colonial Valen-
tine’s Day tour will see Eliza-
beth’s story reenacted in vi-
gnettes throughout the house. 
Tours are $12/person and will 
run approximately every 30 
minutes from 12 noon to 3 pm 
on Sunday, February 12.  Light 
refreshments are included in the 
tour price. No reservations. 
 
We’re running these tours dur-
ing daylight hours this year, 
since the weather in February 
can be a little dicey. We hope 
those of you who have been 
hesitant to join us on a cold, 
dark night will make it out for a 
truly terrific program and great 
way to learn the history of 
Graeme Park. 



Homeschool Day—September 19 - This annual 
day for homeschoolers features tours of the 

Keith House and various activities 
around the grounds, including a hearth 
cooking demonstration, military drill, 
colonial games and activities. Admis-
sion charged. 

Dog Faire—September/October - 
Elizabeth loved her dog Fidele, and we 
love our four-legged visitors. The park 
is dog-friendly at any time of year with 

lots of open fields and nature trails to 
explore - heck we usually even have 

homemade dog biscuits for sale in our 
shop. During the annual dog faire, we have ven-

dors and rescues to shop from, games and activities to 
participate in and free drawings for lots of great raffle 
prizes. Admission charged. 

Haunted Moonlight Tours—October 26-27 - Graeme Park 
has been called the most haunted house in Horsham, and 
stories of Elizabeth’s ghost have been circulating since 
very soon after she died. Our own volunteers, staff and 
visitors often report strange smells, sounds, and happen-
ings in the house. These evening candlelit tours take you 
through the house where you’ll encounter costumed ac-
tors presenting scenes related to the history of Graeme 
Park and Elizabeth, and hear stories about some of the 
experiences we’ve had ourselves or that have been re-
ported to us or passed down through the ages. Admission 
charged. 

Paranormal Investiga-
tion—November 3 - The 
Friends of Graeme Park 
and the Horsham Preser-
vation and Historical As-
sociation will be partner-
ing with paranormal in-
vestigation groups to take 
visitors on an exploration 
into the truth behind the 
legends of Elizabeth’s 
ghost that have haunted Graeme Park 
since the early 19th century. Past inves-
tigations have also turned up the spirits 
of Dr. Graeme and a host of servants. 
Admission charged. 
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Colonial Valentine's Day Tours—February 12 - 
Learn the history of Graeme Park and of Elizabeth 
Graeme’s loves and losses as cos-
tumed actors present vignettes 
throughout the historic Keith House. 
Tours run approximately every half 
hour from 12 noon—3 pm and are 
$12/person, which includes light re-
freshments. 

Charter Day—March 11 - Free tours 
in honor of the granting of the Penn-
sylvania Charter to William Penn. If 
you’re one of the locals who’s driven 
by here countless times and never knew 
what we were about, please stop in and find 
out. 12 noon—3/3:30 pm. 

World War II Encampment—Spring - Join us on the 
grounds of Graeme Park and the adjacent Penrose-
Strawbridge House to see American and German camps, 
trucks and tanks. A mock battle will take place on Satur-
day. Admission charged. 

Celtic Heritage Festival—July 21 - In honor of the Scottish 
heritage of the Keith, Graeme, and Fergusson families, 
Graeme Park will be abuzz with Celtic vendors, music, 
dance, food, Celtic clans and non-profits, and children’s 
activities. A fun-filled day for the entire family. 10 am—6 
pm. Admission charged.  

Shakespeare in the Park—late Summer - A Shakespearean 
comedy performed by Theatre Horizon of Norristown. The 
play is yet to be determined, in the past they’ve presented 
As You Like It and Much Ado About Nothing. Whatever the 
play, it’s always a fun time enjoying one of the Bard’s light-
hearted comedies in a beautiful outdoor setting. Admission 
charged. 

Yellow Fever Living History Theater—August 26 - Cos-
tumed actors will be presenting scenes related to the Yel-
low Fever epidemic that raged though Philadelphia in 
1793. A perhaps little known fact about Elizabeth Graeme’s 
history is that she didn’t remain at Graeme Park until her 
death. Shortly before the epidemic she had sold the prop-
erty to her niece’s husband and his second wife. They re-
mained in Philadelphia and allowed her to stay at Graeme 
Park until the fever broke out, at which point they came to 
the country to escape the disease. Elizabeth stayed with 
them for the time being, but once they decided to make 
Graeme Park their permanent residence, she did not wish 
to remain as a guest in the home she had for so long been 
mistress of, so she moved out. Admission charged. 

Mark Your Calendar - 2012 Events 
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Free Tours on Charter Day 

Fall School Tours 
The fall school tour season wrapped up on November 18 
with a total of 590 kids from area public and parochial 
schools, homeschool groups, a virtual charter school and 
a brick and mortar charter school touring Graeme Park, 
participating in Colonial games, drilling with the militia, 
bartering, and practicing quill writing over the preceding 
months. Students in 2nd through 7th grades (and maybe 
a few younger and older with the homeschool groups) 
received a tour and activities geared towards their age 
and the social sciences requirements for their grade level. 
They learned about the history of Graeme Park, how peo-
ple dressed and lived in the 18th century and what they 
did. Thanks to Carol Brunner for organizing and schedul-
ing the groups as well as running the shop during tours 
and doing the quill writing activity; John Brunner who 
introduces the kids to the history of Graeme Park, includ-
ing our tie-in with Blackbeard, and does the militia drill 
and bartering activity; Jim Miller, Sue Tafel, and Jack 
Washington who take the kids through the Keith House; 
and Robin Tafel, Mary Washington, Deedie Gustavson, 
Margaret and Pete Choate, and Margaret Lotter, who all 
helped out with tours and demonstrations during the 
Homeschool Festival.  Judging by the letters we receive, 
the kids seem to enjoy themselves here. 

Note: by “Revolutionary War,” the above kid meant “Battle of Crooked Billet” - slight 
difference in the casualty count. 

On Sunday, March 11, Graeme Park is open for free 
tours in honor of the granting of the Pennsylvania  
Charter to William Penn. Perhaps the thing we hear 
most often at Graeme Park is ―I’ve lived around here  
my whole life and never knew what this was.‖ If you 
fall into that category, Charter Day is the perfect time 
to come see what Graeme Park is all about. Your self-
guided tour will give you a feel for the architecture, 
and docents in each room will be happy to tell you bits 
and pieces of Graeme Park’s history and to point out 
the more special aspects of the room. While you’re here 
you can also find out about our special events, browse 
our museum shop, take a walk in the woods, and learn 
about membership and volunteer opportunities. Please 
stop by anytime between 12 noon and 3:00 or 3:30 (we 
close at 4:00 so you’ll want to leave time to see every-
thing.) 



 
 

859 County Line Rd. 
Horsham, PA 19044 

(215) 343-0965 
www.graemepark.org 

Address Service Requested 

Colonial Valentine’s Day Tours - February 12  
Wedding Open Houses - 1/14, 1/28, 2/4, 2/25, 3/17 

Charter Day - March 11 

1964 

A look back at photos of the Keith 
House from shortly after it was 
donated to the state show just 
how much work has gone into the 
Keith House over the years to get 
it and keep it ready for visitors to 
see and enjoy. The 3rd floor dor-
mitory shows extensive damage 
from the leaky roof, which had 
been replaced a few years before 
in 1960. For more ―before and 
after‖ photos see the November  
5, 2011 post on our blog—
www.graemepark.blogspot.com 

2011 

Before & After 


